

West Deptford School District


Board Highlights - February 2022


The following information is intended to inform staff and


community members of recent action taken by the Board. The


information included in this brief is not intended to be complete


and does not replace official Board minutes. Please see the Board


agenda on the District Website for the complete action of the


Board.


ENROLLMENT: 2,866 as of February, 2022


SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:


Mr. Cappello updated the Board on a variety of topics related to the District, which included the following


discussion item(s):


● Mask Update - as of March 7, 2022 masks will be optional in West Deptford Schools, however, at this


time, they are still required on school buses.


● We have a lot of exciting events planned over the upcoming months in our district. Please see the


upcoming events section at the bottom of this communication for more information.


BOARD MEMBER RECOGNITION:


Congratulations to Mr. Steven Bagge for being sworn in


at the February Action meeting as our newest Board


member. Mr. Bagge is filling the unexpired term vacated


by Ashley Morrell for the period through the next


general election on November 8, 2022, term ending


December 31, 2022. We look forward to Mr. Bagge


joining the team, and having the opportunity to serve


our students and our community in this capacity!
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STUDENT RECOGNITION:


Soaring Eagle Awards


The West Deptford Board of Education recognized the following individuals at their February Meeting. These


students have been selected by their teachers for demonstrating outstanding character and for their


commitment to their schools.


● Eleni Tarzopoulos - RBES


● Leo Giers - RBES


● Cooper Wilson-Montgomery - OVES


● Anneliese Lane - OVES


● Mackenzie DiLorenzo - GFES


● Justin Burns - GFES


● Breydan Haltar - WDMS


● Rylee Hill - WDMS


● Victor McCloud - WDHS


● Robert “Cruiser” Smizer - WDHS
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STEM CLUB President Ella Masino was accepted into the Fox Chase Cancer Center’s TRIP Initiative Program.


The Teen Research Internship Program (TRIP) is a rigorous lab-based course for high school students


motivated to explore their interests in science and medicine. Students do hypothesis-driven research and


hands-on learning. They receive one-on-one mentoring with the Fox Chase faculty, learn team-building and


leadership skills, and become part of the TRIP student family. The in-lab portion runs for 11 consecutive


Saturdays, beginning on January 29 and ending on April 9, 2022. For more details, see www.tripinitiative.com. A


second program is being offered during the summer of 2022, with the application process starting in early


March. For additional details, please contact Mr. Pustie.


PERSONNEL


● Appointments:


○ WDMS Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Instruction


○ WDMS Assistant Principal of Discipline and Attendance


○ WDMS Non-Instructional Aide


○ 3 Substitute Teachers


○ 3 Cafeteria Substitutes


○ WDHS Head, Assistant, and Volunteer Spring Coaches


● Resignations/Retirements:


○ Retirement District Learning Consultant


○ Retirement WDHS English Teacher


○ Retirement WDHS Special Education Teacher


○ Retirement WDHS Cafeteria Manager


○ Retirement OVES Special Education Teacher


○ Retirement OVES Special Education Aide


○ Resignation OVES Kindergarten Teacher


○ Resignation OVES Special Education Aide


○ Resignation OVES Instructional Aide


○ Resignation RBES Preschool Instructional Aide


● Change of Status:


○ Voluntary Transfer RBES Special Education Instructional Aide to GFES Special Education


Instructional Aide


○ Voluntary Transfer WDMS Instructional Aide to WDMS LTR Teacher


○ Voluntary Transfer OVES Everyday Substitute to OVES LTR Kindergarten Teacher


○ Voluntary Transfer RBES Preschool Teacher to RBES LTR Preschool Teacher


THE BOARD APPROVED THE FOLLOWING:


● WDHS Field Trips


● WDHS Spring 2022 Athletic Schedules
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● WDMS Spring Track & Field Schedule


● WDMS Band Trips


● Preschool and Kindergarten Registration Hours


● Policies and Regulations - Policy Alerts 224 & 225


● 2022-2023 District Calendar


● School Self-Assessment for Determining HIB Grades


● Extended School Year Program - July 5-August 4, 2022 (Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-12:30pm)


● ESY for 3-5 year old PSD students - July 5-August 4, 2022 (Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-11:00am)


● 21st Century Scholars Elementary G&T summer enrichment program - July 5-28, 2022 (8am-12:15pm)


● SOARing Through Summer enrichment program (current PreK-4) - July 5-August 4, 222,


8:30am-12:30pm)


BUSINESS, FACILITIES, & FINANCE:


● The Board approved the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports, Transfers, Payroll, and Bills Lists


● Cafeteria donations in the amount of $200 to pay down negative student cafeteria balances


● Donation of 3,500 KN95 masks from Gloucester County Emergency Management


● Donation of two Parking Lot Safety Mirrors to OVES


● Facilities Use by outside organizations


● Demobilization of Temporary Facility at WDHS


● Acceptance of the ARP SDA Emergent Needs and Capital Maintenance in School Districts Grant in the


amount of $68,334


● Revision and Re-Adoption of the West Deptford Retirement IRS Plan Documents for 403(b) plans and


457 plans


● Purchase of School Buses


● 2020-2021 Audit Approval


MISCELLANEOUS:


Numerous other requests for approval for workshop attendance, student activities, and education items were


approved by the Board of Education. These approvals will be reflected in the formal minutes of the meeting,


which are available in the office of the Board of Education Secretary, as well as posted online after Board


approval. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board is an Action Meeting on Monday, March 21, 2022.


At 6pm there will be a Special Meeting to adopt the tentative budget, then the Action Meeting will begin at 7pm.


This date and time is subject to change.


CAFETERIA NUTRITION PROGRAM:


In January, the cafeteria implemented a new nutrition program called Health-E-Pro. This ensures all schools are


compliant within their age group and receive everything needed weekly. Parents and staff can visit the website


at www.myschoolmenus.com to look at the menu, check nutritional facts, and allergens.
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PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION:


Parents/guardians of our currently enrolled Preschool 4-year-olds were communicated via school messenger


on 2/18/22 they will not be required to schedule a Kindergarten registration appointment or re-register for


Kindergarten since their child is already enrolled as a student in the West Deptford School District. They will


disregard the upcoming emails regarding Kindergarten Registration and they will receive a unique,


individualized “Snapcode” via email in August to update their child(s) student information for the 2022-2023


School Year.


Please click the links below for more information on Preschool and Kindergarten Registration for the


2022-2023 school year.


● Preschool Registration Information


● Kindergarten Registration Information


EARNING COLLEGE CREDITS FOR ELIGIBLE  HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES:


Students in 17 eligible WDHS courses have the opportunity to apply to earn college credits from CCC for these


courses. Registration info has been emailed out to eligible students and families. The FINAL deadline to sign


up is March 11.


WEST DEPTFORD HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL:
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DECA GLOUCESTER COUNTY CONSUMER BOWL:


COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS OPPORTUNITIES FOR HS STUDENTS:
The West Deptford Little League Organization is hosting two “Little League Complex Clean Up” days, where
they plan to clean up the complex, spread new dirt throughout the fields, and do a large amount of painting.
The organization is looking for high school students looking for Community Service Hours.


The two dates are:
Saturday, March 5 and Sunday, March 6 - 9am to 12pm
If anyone is interested, please contact Jason Morrell.


WDHS WEEKLY ATHLETIC SCHEDULE:
Come support our HS athletes as their winter season winds down. Check out this week’s schedule here.


WDMS LIVE STREAMING WINTER SPORTS:
WDMS is excited to announce that we have
started to live stream our home sporting
events. State guidelines recently increased
in-person attendance to 4 guests per player;
however, this provides a viewing option for
those family and friends who are still unable to
attend. Thank you to Tom Tucci and his tech
team for setting up Mr. Podolski and Mr.
Lindsay with the equipment needed to provide
this feature for our parents and community.
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WDMS DRAMA CLUB:
Congratulations to Kayode Gloster, Amanda Donahue, Melissa Manzano, and all of the Drama Club performers


for putting together a great virtual performance! Special thanks to Tom Shown for filming and editing the


project!


WDMS Drama Club proudly presents our production of "Broadway Beat!"


Click here for the Program.


Click here for the Video Performance


Enjoy!


GREAT KINDNESS CHALLENGE:


Green-Fields students had an opportunity to participate in the world-wide Great Kindness challenge this past


week. Yes...it is a world-wide event and schools across the nation planned fun events and instructional


activities centered around the theme of kindness. We included lessons on kindness during our Social and


Emotional learning time, and our morning meeting virtual lessons highlighted examples of kindness and ways


to express it in our school. Students were also challenged to complete as many acts of kindness as possible


and were provided a checklist of 50 ideas to use. Any student who completed at least 35 acts of kindness and


had the form signed by their parent/guardian will receive a small reward for their efforts. Finally, Mrs. Hansbury


has set-up a virtual library of books that feature themes of kindness within the Counselor's Google Classroom.


Overall, it was a great way to celebrate kindness and quality character here at Green-Fields.


LOWER ELEMENTARY KIDS HEART CHALLENGE (K-2):


The wonderful PE/Health teachers from Oakview and Red Bank, Ms. English and Mr. Harvey, will be teaching


our K-2 students about their hearts as we kick off the Kids Heart Challenge, formerly known as Jump Rope for


Heart. Ms. English and Mr. Harvey collaborated to bring this great activity back to our elementary schools. The


KHC teaches our students all about heart health and the importance of exercise to build a strong body. In


addition to targeting our health and physical education standards, it is a fantastic service-learning project as


our youngest learners raise funds to support the American Heart Association. Knowing that they can make a


positive impact on their world is a valuable life lesson for our students. The fundraiser is all online and will take


place from February 1st through February 22nd.


Please check out the video below to learn more about the fundraiser and how Oakview and Red Bank can be


awarded $500 to buy new PE equipment.


● Kids Heart Principal’s Challenge 2022 Video
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EMBRACE THE DIFFERENCE:


SE4SK - SPECIAL EVENTS FOR SPECIAL KIDS:


SE4SK is a local non profit that organizes and hosts FREE events for children ages 3 to 17 who have special


needs or disabilities. Their mission is to provide a safe environment to have fun, free of judgment, where they


can be themselves. A place where parents can interact and form new relationships with others in similar
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situations. SE4SK is always looking for volunteers. If you’re interested in working with SE4SK, please email


jami@specialevents4specialkids@gmail.com or visit their website http://se4sk.org.


WELCOME THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF THE WDMS ADMIN TEAM:


We are excited to announce that the newest members of our WDMS Administrative Team were Board approved


at last night’s meeting. Alonzo Somerville is joining us from the Newgrange School and will start at WDMS in


early March. Angela Petrutz is joining us from Cumberland Regional High School and will start at WDMS in


mid-April.  Please read brief bios below:


Alonzo Somerville, AP of Discipline and Attendance


Alonzo Somerville has 12 years of educational experience inclusive of 9 years as a High School Science


teacher at Overbrook High School and 2.5 years of admin experience at Newgrange School. He is one of many


educators in his family. Alonzo followed in the footsteps of his late mother Dorothy Moore. For over 30 years


she served as a technology teacher in the Camden City School District. Four other members of his family also


served as educators in the same district.


In addition to his Science background, Alonzo also has an ELL endorsement in which he used to teach several


ELL classes while at Overbrook. Alonzo is joining WDMS from the Newgrange School, which is a


state-approved private school for children with disabilities and special needs. In his time there, Alonzo has


worked extensively to collaborate with his staff and coordinate Professional Development aimed at supporting


the needs for every learner. This also included the planning, coordinating and implementing the IEP’s of over 80


students.


Prior to a career in education, Alonzo held a position as a Cell Culture Technician at Cornell Institute for


Medical Research. One of his many roles there was the growth and maintenance of cancerous cells that would


be used in research labs all over the world.


Alonzo has a positive and approachable demeanor that will be well received by the West Deptford staff,


students, and community.


He is a father of three children. In his spare time, he enjoys traveling, reading, and spending time outdoors with


his family.


Angela Petrutz, AP of Curriculum and Instruction


Angela has served as a High School Math teacher for the past 13 years. Angela began her teaching career at


Deptford High School where she taught Geometry, College Math I & II, Interactive math and HSPA prep for 11th


graders. After 3 years at Deptford, she began working at Cumberland Regional High School where she taught


AP Calculus, Honors Pre-Calculus, Engineering Design, Algebra II, HSPA prep for 12th graders, Algebra I, and
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Integrated Math. Angela has received Connected Action Roadmap (CAR) training for curriculum design and


also serves on the Bridge committee which is an opportunity for math and science teachers to coordinate with


content area teachers in neighboring districts.


Outside of her extensive experience in the classroom, Angela has presented workshops on the college board's


online tool AP classroom and SMART Response System. Angela served as a member of the district Literacy


team assigned the task of creating student incentives for the Achieve3000 literacy program. Angela also has a


variety of coaching experiences having previously served as an Assistant Basketball coach, Assistant Track &


Field Coach, Assistant Soccer Coach, and an Assistant Swim Coach.


At home, Angela is the wife to her husband Anthony, who is also in education, and the mother to her 3 year old


daughter. She has grown up in the field of education with both of her parents having careers as teachers and


administrators. She is ready and excited to join the WDMS family!


UPCOMING EVENTS:


Oakview Elementary


● February 22-25 - wrapping up Kids Heart Challenge in all PE/Health Classes (35 minutes of heart hero


exercise)


● February 28 - Kick-off One Book, One School.  We will reveal our mystery book and provide one to every


student and staff member


● March 1-3 - WD Jr. Women's club is providing virtual readers for Read Across America


● March 2 - Dress up as your favorite book character for Read Across America Day


● March 9-10 - Early dismissal days for parent-teacher conferences


● March 18 - WDHS performs Anastasia


● March 21 - celebrating World Down Syndrome Day (rock your socks off day)


● March 24 - School & Class Picture Day


● March 30 - Youth Art Open House at Oakview from 5:00-7:00 pm


● April 1 - Autism Awareness Day (lighting it up blue and blowing bubbles as an entire school as the


culminating activity at the end of the day).


Red Bank Elementary


● February 21 - Kids Heart Challenge (this week)


● February 25 - Red Bank Healthy Heart Day


● February 28 - March 4 - PTO Scholastic Book Fair


● March 3 - PTO Family Fun Book Fair Night


● March 9-10 - Early dismissal days for parent-teacher conferences
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● March 31 - Red Bank Art Museum Open House night


● March (all month) - Read Across America - Various activities throughout the month


● March (all month) - Caring Kits for Vets


Green-Fields Elementary


● March 2 - Read Across America Day Events


● March 3 - GF's Family Service Learning Night


● March 9-10 - Early dismissal days for parent-teacher conferences


● March 18 - WDHS Musical Preview - Anastasia


Middle School Events


● February 23 - 8th Grade Open House at WDHS


● February 24 - 5th Grade Winter Concert at WDHS


High School Events


● February 23 - 8th Grade Open House at WDHS


● February 28 - March 3 - DECA States


● March 22 - Senior Citizen Musical


● March 25-27 - WDHS Musical Production of “Anastasia”


● April 2-5 - Senior Class Trip
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